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The Detour That Led to Jesus  
Genesis 38 

 

Genesis 38 is a powerful example of God 
_________ his plan through people even 
though they are unimportant, rebellious, 
deceptive, or sinful. 

The Sins (vv. 1-23) 

1) __________ of God’s commands and 
family beliefs (vv. 1-5) 

Genesis 38:1 - It happened at that time that Judah 
went down from his brothers and turned aside to a 
certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. 

The habits and actions that you 
establish _____ will determine how you 
will live later on.  

2) ___________ (vv. 6-10) 
Genesis 38:8 - Then Judah said to Onan, “Go in to 
your brother's wife and perform the duty of a 
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brother-in-law to her, and raise up offspring for your 
brother.” 

3) ________ (v. 11) 

4) Self-reliance and sexual _________ (vv. 
12-23) 

The Fallout (vv. 24-30) 
Genesis 38:24 - Tamar your daughter-in-law has 
been immoral. Moreover, she is pregnant…  

Where is Christ in this passage? 
Matthew 1:1-3 

Jesus Christ is born out of the ____ of 
Tamar and Perez. 

The Application: 

1) No matter how ________ you feel you 
might be, God can still work through you.   

If God can use people like this in a 
________ ___, he can use you too! 

God doesn’t need you to be impressive. 
He just wants you to be ________. 

2) God can accomplish his will even when 
you ____ things up.   
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