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God Doesn’t Need Our Help  
Genesis 16 

 

Bad things happen when we think we 
know ______ than God (16:1-16).  
Genesis 16:1-3 - Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne 
him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant 
whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, 
“Behold now, the Lord has prevented me from bearing 
children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall 
obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the 
voice of Sarai. 

4 And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And 
when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with 
contempt on her mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram, 
“May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my 
servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she 
had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May 
the Lord judge between you and me!” 6 But Abram 
said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power; do 
to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, 
and she fled from her. 
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Where are you ______ to help God out? 

Maybe you have _____ intentions and 
are trying to do something that would 
bring glory to God. 

Maybe what you are seeking to do is 
______ of the will of God. 

"It makes me ______." 

Where is Christ in this passage? 
The Hebrew word for “angel” may also be 
translated “messenger.” There is an element of 
mystery about this figure. In 19:1 the “two angels” 
who arrive at Sodom resemble human beings (in 
18:2 they are called “men”). When “the angel of the 
LORD” speaks, his words are perceived as being 
God’s words. Therefore, the impression is given that 
the angel is identical with God. On this basis some 
Christians believe that “the angel of the LORD” is 
the preincarnate Christ. 

John 4:39 - Many Samaritans from that town 
believed in him because of the woman's testimony, 
“He told me all that I ever did.” 

Both stories at the well reveal the 
________ of Jesus… he extends 
grace/mercy to the sinful and hurting. 
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