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Know Who You Are
Philemon 1-3

Philemon 1-3 - 1 Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and
Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved fellow
worker 2 and Apphia our sister and Archippus our
fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 3 Grace to

you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Why would Paul send someone back
into slavery?

“In the hands of a cruel master, Onesimus could
have been subjected to a cruel death.”
-R. Kent Hughes

1) The Bible is full of admonitions to
those us.

2) Slavery in the Roman Empire was
more like

3) God is far more concerned about
your than your position.
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Just because Paul sent him back
doesn’t mean he slavery.

How do we deal with conflict and other
issues among Christians?

Principal 1: who you (and others)
are in (vv. 1-3)
It's no longer, "What is best for ___."
It's, "What is best for the ?"
1) In Christ, you are the , not the
master (v. 1)
2) In Christ, are fellow workers
(v. 2)

them for who they really are!
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