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Is God Unfair? 
Romans 9:1-29 

 

Overview 
Romans 9:6-8 – But it is not as though the word of 
God has failed. For not all who are descended from 
Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of 
Abraham because they are his offspring… it is not 
the children of the flesh who are the children of 
God, but the children of the promise are counted as 
offspring. 

Romans 9:11 – though they were not yet born and 
had done nothing either good or bad—in order that 
God's purpose of election might continue, not 
because of works but because of him who calls… 
Romans 9:14 – What shall we say then? Is there 
injustice on God's part? By no means! 

1) He’s _____ and you’re not (vv. 15-18) 
Romans 9:15 – For he says to Moses, “I will have 
mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion.” 
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2) As the creator, God has the ______ to 
do what he wants (vv. 19-23) 

Romans 9:20-21 – Will what is molded say to its 
molder, “Why have you made me like this?” Has the 
potter no right over the clay, to make out of the 
same lump one vessel for honorable use and 
another for dishonorable use? 

3) God has a plan and he is _________ it 
(vv. 23-29) 

So What? 

1) The “_____” thing would be for us all 
to receive eternal damnation. 

Mercy - “the act of withholding deserved 
punishment” 

2) “_________” does not mean chosen 
for damnation. 

Romans 9:18 – So then he has mercy on whomever 
he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 
God - Exodus 4:21, 7:3; 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27 

Pharoah – Exodus 8:15, 19, 32; 9:7, 17, 34 
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