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Why Do We Suffer? 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 

2 Corinthians 12:7-8 - …a thorn was given me in the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me 
from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with 
the Lord about this, that it should leave me.  

Two Reasons Why We Suffer: 

1) We live in a _________ world  

Genesis 1:31 

2) God has a __________ purpose 

1) To accomplish his ___________. 

Genesis 50:20 

2) God is ___________ us. 

Hebrews 12:5-6 

God’s primary concern is not your  
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comfort, but __________. 

3) Sometimes we may never __________ 
God’s purpose. 

Job 38:4-5 

How should we respond to suffering? 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 - 9 But he said to me, “My grace 
is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of 
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

1) __________ in God 

Psalm 55:22, Romans 8:28 

2) ________ in the future 

For Christians, one day the consequences 
of sin will be ___________. 

Revelation 21:3-4, 2 Corinthians 4:16-17 

3) Turn to the _______ that suffered for us. 

1 Peter 2:24 
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