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Homemade Religion 
Judges 17-18 

 
Judges 17:6 – In those days there was no king in 
Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.  

Do you have any ____________ elements 
in your worship of God? 

Are you __________ anything? 

Political beliefs? A social justice concern? Good 
works? Religious Traditions? 

Are you __________ anything? 

Are you ignoring what the Bible calls sin? 

Homemade religion always leads to 
___________. 
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Four thoughts on homemade religion 
from this passage. 

Homemade religion leads to _________ 
chaos. 

Homemade religion leads to __________ 
chaos. 

Homemade religion leads to ___________. 

Judges 18:24 – And he said, “You take my gods that 
I made and the priest, and go away, and what have I 
left? 

In the end, self-made religion will disappoint. 
Whatever we make into our god—money, power, 
relationships or even a reduced, man-made version 
of the biblical God—will not deliver. The person 
who makes career their god will eventually find their 
route to blessing blocked by someone who is “too 
strong”—too able, too well-connected, too 
“lucky”—for them. – Tim Keller 

Homemade religion gets in the way with 
our ____________ with Jesus. 

John 6:68 – “To whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life”  
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