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Samson: God-Ordained Pain 
Judges 14-15 

 

Sometimes pain is necessary to make 
things ____________. 

Judges 14:1-4 – Samson went down to Timnah, and at 
Timnah he saw one of the daughters of the Philistines. 
2 Then he came up and told his father and mother, “I 
saw one of the daughters of the Philistines at Timnah. 
Now get her for me as my wife.” 3 But his father and 
mother said to him, “Is there not a woman among the 
daughters of your relatives, or among all our people, 
that you must go to take a wife from the uncircumcised 
Philistines?” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for 
me, for she is right in my eyes.” 4 His father and mother 
did not know that it was from the Lord, for he was 
seeking an opportunity against the Philistines. At that 
time the Philistines ruled over Israel. 

"We can’t exaggerate the danger to Israel. The 
Israelites were on the brink of extinction. Within a 
couple of generations, they could have been 
completely assimilated into the Philistine nation.” -
Tim Keller 
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We are either becoming more like 
culture or more like God. There is no 
__________ ground. 

“There is no such thing as harmonious co-existence 
between the church and the world, for where there 
is no conflict it is because the world has taken over.” 
-	Michael Wilcock 

There are times when God will bring pain 
into your life simply to help you ________.  

…through _______ people like Samson.  

(Annoying coworker, difficult spouse, challenging 
child) 

Romans 5:3-4 – More than that, we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 

M__________ 

“What if God's primary intent for your marriage isn't 
to make you happy . . . but holy?” – Gary Thomas 

C__________ 
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