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Gideon Gone Wrong 
Judges 8-9 

 
Judges 8:22-23 – 22 Then the men of Israel said to 
Gideon, “Rule over us, you and your son and your 
grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of 
Midian.” 23 Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over 
you, and my son will not rule over you; the Lord will 
rule over you.” 

Judges 8:24 – And Gideon said to them, “Let me make 
a request of you: every one of you give me the earrings 
from his spoil.” (For they had golden earrings, because 
they were Ishmaelites.) 

Judges 8:27 – And Gideon made an ephod of it and 
put it in his city, in Ophrah. And all Israel whored after it 
there, and it became a snare to Gideon and to his 
family. 

Judges 8:30-31 – 30 Now Gideon had seventy sons, his 
own offspring, for he had many wives. 31 And his 
concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a son, 
and he called his name Abimelech. 
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Five Warning Indicators: 

1) Infrequent ___________.  

If you are not praying, you are likely not 
____________ upon God.  

2) Living in _____________. 

Proverbs 18:1 – Whoever isolates himself seeks his 
own desire… 

3) Resentment. 

“Getting angry or disappointed when you feel 
you’ve been unfairly treated” 

4) _______ materialism, pleasure, or fame. 

1 Timothy 6:10 – For the love of money is a root of 
all kinds of evils. 

5) You make yourself the __________. 

We make very poor __________.  

Jesus ___________ where Gideon failed. 
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