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A Spirit-Empowered Defense  
Against Persecution  

Acts 4:1-22 
 

Four reasons why this message is 
important: 

1) Persecution is happening around the world.  
2) It will likely increase here in the USA. 
3) As God moves in your life, you may begin 

opposing what you currently tolerate.  
4) Even if we are never persecuted for our faith, 

there is a lot we can learn from this passage 
about the Christian life.   

Four “rules” we should follow to develop 
a spirit-empowered defense against 
persecution: 

Rule 1: Be ________ with the Holy Spirit.   

Ephesians 1:13, Acts 1:8 
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It is a ______________, empowering, or 
guiding by the Holy Spirit. 

Ephesians 4:30 

Sin will drain you, _____________ to 
God will fill you. 

Rule 2: Make Jesus The Object Of Your 
__________ 

John 14:6 

Rule 3: Making Spending _________ With 
Jesus A Priority. 

Rule 4: Put Obeying God Over Obeying 
_________. 

Romans 13:1 

Hebrews 13:6 - So we can confidently say, ‘The Lord 
is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me? 

A person with a correct understanding 
of Jesus will have far ________ fear 
about what man can do to him. 
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